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Robert J. Sitkowski is Of Counsel with the law firm of Branse, Willis and Knapp, LLC in 
Glastonbury, Connecticut.  He focuses his practice in land use and construction law, with an 
emphasis on the legal aspects of smart growth, sustainable development and green buildings. He 
has significant experience in evaluating, drafting, and implementing zoning and planning 
regulatory systems and in representing developers, landowners, municipalities, and advocacy 
groups in land use matters.  He is admitted to the practice of law in Connecticut, Illinois, and 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Mr. Sitkowski has worked as a city attorney and an urban planner for local governments in 
Pennsylvania, and for five years before entering legal practice, he practiced architecture and 
urban design in Chicago and Pittsburgh. He is a registered architect, a certified planner, and a 
LEED-Accredited Professional.  He is a member of the Board of Directors of the Connecticut 
Green Building Council.  
 
Mr. Sitkowski is an accomplished author and speaker, having presented on the legal aspects of 
new urbanism and other land use law topics at meetings and symposia of the American Law 
Institute-American Bar Association (ALI-ABA), the Rocky Mountain Land Use Institute, the 
Brookings Institution, the American Planning Association, the Seaside Institute, the Congress for 
the New Urbanism, the International Municipal Lawyers Association, and the American Institute 
of Architects.  He is presently working with Dr. Robert H. Freilich on the second edition of the 
landmark American Bar Association book From Sprawl to Smart Growth, and was a contributor 
to Daniel Slone’s and Doris Goldstein’s 2008 Wiley book A Legal Guide to Urban and 
Sustainable Development for Planners, Developers and Architects.  He is a past winner of the 
American Planning Association’s R. Marlin Smith writing prize, and in 2002, he was named one 
of the "New Leaders of the Law" by the Connecticut Law Tribune.  
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Chicago, his Master of Urban & Regional Planning from the University of Pittsburgh Graduate 
School of Public and International Affairs, and his J.D. from the University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law. 


